_—
Jeak Out Y
or the Arts!

Ready to step up and lead in supporting
your program? Here are some quick tips
to get you started!

DON’TS

Don’t Wait Until There Are Cuts — You want to
build up your support across your community
BEFORE anyone even thinks about cutting
anything. Or as Harvey Mackay would say, “Dig
your well before you’re thirsty!”

Don’t “Wing It” — Going into an advocacy effort
without a plan is a plan that will fail. Know

and share your primary point. In the words of
Stephen Covey, “Keep the main thing, the main
thing!” If you have multiple points to make,
keep it three or less. Better yet, have two other
people make the other two points. Always look
for ways to bring more people in on this!

Don’t Ramble — If you are making a post or
presenting at a meeting this is critical. Plan to
make the case for your program by just speaking
from the heart in the moment. However, if

not intentional and focused, it could lead to a
rambling commentary that will confuse listeners
and possibly hurt your cause. Know your main
points for support.

Don’t Make Things Up — Presenting false
information will only hurt your effort. Don’t go
by rumors. Don’t make things up. Act on facts
and real personal experience.
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Don’t Exaggerate — Making things up or
exaggerating will only lead to a loss of credibility.
Don’t even “stretch the truth!”

Don’t Be Too Casual — How you present
yourself to decision makers will influence their
thought process. Gaining decision makers
respect in a time like this will help be extremely
beneficial down the line. In other words, dress
professionally whenever appropriate.

Don’t Argue or Make Threats — No one wants to
get into a back and forth discussion. Make your
case. Nothing will turn off the people you are
trying to get on your side more than threats.

Don’t Lose Your “Why” — Persistence pays off in
life, in leadership, and in community action. The
more you share, the more different people from
your community share, the more you ALL share,
shows how much you care.

DON'’T give up!...No matter what! Play the long
game with your efforts and remember even long
after you graduate, your words as an alum can
impact the community you grew up in. Consider
reaching out to past alumni for their stories and
support. Online, in-print, in-person, or all three!
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For more tips, information, and ideas on how you can create more impact in your community, be sure to

check out...https://www.younison.org/student-advocacy



